
Staff Report 
Submission Date: May 14, 2024 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: Guertin APA-24-05, Williamson Act Contract No. 71068A, Application to rescind 
property from the existing contract and reissue a single contract consisting solely 
of their property with the Commercial Agricultural Use of rangeland and pasture 
for livestock production and forage. 

Location: The project site is located at 11223 York Road, North and East of the City of 
Montague on APN 041-150-040, Township 46N, Range 5W, Section 13, MDBM.  

Exhibits: A.  Map of property under existing contract No. 71068A 
B. Location Map  
C. Zoning Map 
D. NRCS Soils Data and Map 
E. Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire 
F. Existing Contract 71068A and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 

Background and Discussion 

The proposed project is a request to rescind the subject property from the existing Williamson Act Contract 
and reissue a contract consisting solely of property under one ownership. The subject property is 
approximately 266 acres which is currently under a contract which has multiple property owners. 

The applicant does not propose to increase or decrease the acreage in Agricultural Preserve. 

Parcel Creation 

• APN 041-150-040 is one 266-acre, legal parcel, originally created by Patent No. 1021 on August 10, 
1869, and later modified when a portion was transferred by Grand Deed as recorded on April 26, 1937, 
in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 69 at Page 394.  

Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contract 

• The subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 71068A (Clerk’s No. 57) as recorded 
on May 17, 1972, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 623 at Page 25. 

Agricultural Preserve 

• The subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s 
Resolution No. 404 in Book 2, adopted on January 28, 1969 
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Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Property ownership 

Under the County Rules Section VI, Item B, parcels within an agricultural preserve should be under one 
ownership or contiguous.  

The existing Ag Preserves consists of property under several different ownerships and the property is 
not contiguous. The existing Ag Preserve should be amended to remove the subject property and a new 
Ag Preserve be established, consisting only of the subject property. 

Preserve Size 
According to the Rules for the establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and Williamson Act 
Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To meet this requirement, two 
or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or if they are owned in common.  

The subject property consists of one parcel at 266 acres, exceeding the 100-acre minimum size. 

Soils Class 
Per County Rules Section III, Item C, Agricultural land in a preserve must contain at least 40 acres of Class I or II 
equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consisting solely of Class VI or VII.  

The land contains approximately 82-acres of Class I or II equivalent soils as shown in the table below 
and in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit E).  

 
Soil Type Acres +/- Class Ratio to Class I Equivalent  
161 83 III 2:1 41.5 
171 122.5 IV 4:1 30.5 
173 41.5 VI 6:1 7 
174 18 VI 6:1 3 
188 1 VIII n/a 0 
Total 266   82 

 Contract Requirements 

Zoning 

All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules Section III, Item D.  

All property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural (AG-1) and Non-Prime 
Agricultural, 40-acre minimum (AG-2-B-40), as shown on the zoning map (Exhibit C). 

Minimum Parcel Size 

Per County Rules Section III, Item E, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property is 
evaluated by legally established parcel.  

At 266 acres, the parcel exceeds the minimum acreage requirement.  
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Exhibit A 
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Exhibit B 
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Exhibit C 



Soil Map—Siskiyou County, California, Central Part
(APA-24-05)

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

3/27/2024
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MAP LEGEND MAP INFORMATION

Area of Interest (AOI)
Area of Interest (AOI)

Soils
Soil Map Unit Polygons

Soil Map Unit Lines

Soil Map Unit Points

Special Point Features
Blowout

Borrow Pit

Clay Spot

Closed Depression

Gravel Pit

Gravelly Spot

Landfill

Lava Flow

Marsh or swamp

Mine or Quarry

Miscellaneous Water

Perennial Water

Rock Outcrop

Saline Spot

Sandy Spot

Severely Eroded Spot

Sinkhole

Slide or Slip

Sodic Spot

Spoil Area

Stony Spot

Very Stony Spot

Wet Spot

Other

Special Line Features

Water Features
Streams and Canals

Transportation
Rails

Interstate Highways

US Routes

Major Roads

Local Roads

Background
Aerial Photography

The soil surveys that comprise your AOI were mapped at 
1:24,000.

Warning: Soil Map may not be valid at this scale.

Enlargement of maps beyond the scale of mapping can cause 
misunderstanding of the detail of mapping and accuracy of soil 
line placement. The maps do not show the small areas of 
contrasting soils that could have been shown at a more detailed 
scale.

Please rely on the bar scale on each map sheet for map 
measurements.

Source of Map: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Web Soil Survey URL: 
Coordinate System: Web Mercator (EPSG:3857)

Maps from the Web Soil Survey are based on the Web Mercator 
projection, which preserves direction and shape but distorts 
distance and area. A projection that preserves area, such as the 
Albers equal-area conic projection, should be used if more 
accurate calculations of distance or area are required.

This product is generated from the USDA-NRCS certified data as 
of the version date(s) listed below.

Soil Survey Area: Siskiyou County, California, Central Part
Survey Area Data: Version 16, Aug 28, 2023

Soil map units are labeled (as space allows) for map scales 
1:50,000 or larger.

Date(s) aerial images were photographed: Oct 12, 2022—Oct 
17, 2022

The orthophoto or other base map on which the soil lines were 
compiled and digitized probably differs from the background 
imagery displayed on these maps. As a result, some minor 
shifting of map unit boundaries may be evident.

Soil Map—Siskiyou County, California, Central Part
(APA-24-05)

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

3/27/2024
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

161 Jenny cobbly clay, 0 to 15 
percent slopes

83.3 31.2%

171 Lassen cobbly clay, 2 to 15 
percent slopes

122.5 45.9%

173 Lassen-Kuck complex, stony, 2 
to 50 percent slopes

41.4 15.5%

174 Lassen-Rock outcrop-Kuck 
complex, 2 to 50 percent 
slopes

18.3 6.8%

177 Lithic Haploxerolls-Rock 
outcrop complex, 0 to 65 
percent slopes*

0.2 0.1%

188 Mary-Rock outcrop complex, 2 
to 50 percent slopes

1.0 0.4%

Totals for Area of Interest 266.7 100.0%

Soil Map—Siskiyou County, California, Central Part APA-24-05

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

3/27/2024
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Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire

(This form is to be attached to the County's standard application form)

Owner's name reJA Chft
Address:

-LU€rl l^,

0 ( n UE Ilcolrn, 1 b4g
Parcel Numbers: o^o 4o -ooo

How long have you owned this land? Srnce 5i2f- 2grt^ AoA3 Ahn g ytorths

Type of Agricultural Use:

Dry pasture acreage 266
lrrigated pasture acreage

Dry farming acreage Crops grown Production per acre

Production per acreField crop average Crops grown

Type of irrigation (pivot line, ditch, etc.)

Row crop acreage_ Crops grown_ Production per acre

Production per acreother acreage- Type-

Other lncome:

Hunting rights $

Fishing rights $

Other

per year

per year

ACTES

acres

Quarrying $

rights $ per year

per year

per year

per year

type

type

Vpe

type

Other $

Other $

Land Leased to Others

Name of owner Number of acres AG
Rental fee per acre $

Terms of lease

Share cropped with others: Crop

List expenses paid by landowner

Use of land "tl t^2t

Percent to owner Acres

Page 5 of 6Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2023

oq

n

Lease termination date
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Certification

The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and correct, and this land is used
for the intensive production of food or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricultural economy
and has public ue.

*)s- r0?4Signed Date

Please submit the following to the Siskiyou County Planning Division along with all applicable fees:

1. This signed form

2. The completed and signed County standard Application for Development Review

3. The applicable maps which clearly show the boundaries of the contract property and proposed

change(s)

4. A copy of the Grant Deed for each legal parcel

5. The legal description of the land included in the application and proposed change(s)

6. A copy of any and all Deeds of Trust for the land that is included in the application

7. A copy of the property's existing Williamson Act Contract

Planning Staff Comments Below

The above property is within one mile of a city:

Name of City:

Present Zoning

UYes lNo

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2023
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Exhibit F
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